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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Although winter weather caused many people who nonnal ly work in seasonal industries to drop out of the 
labor force, the local unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area fell to an all-tirne 
Fehruary low of 4.7 percent. Resident employment fell fran 24,320 in January to 23,860 in February , 
with layoffs in contract construction and retail trade. Total joblessness in the area fell from 1,240 
to 1,170. The resulting unemployment rate of 4.7 percent was below the 4.9 percent recorded in January . 
ThP. local February rate was considerably below corresponding State and national unemployment rates of 
6.6 percent and 7.8 percent, respectively. Last year at this time 1,280 local residents were unemployed 
and the unemployment rate was 5.2 percent. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate dropped in the Biddeford Labor Market Area as both employment and the number 
unemployed declined. Resident employment fell from 22,750 in January to 22,430 in February, primarily 
the result of small losses across a broad spectrum of manufacturing industries coupled with seasonal 
losses in construction and trade. The number unemployed decreased from 1,610 in January to 1,520 in 
Fehruary, as some seasonal job seekers left the labor force. As a result, the unemployment rate fell 
from 6.6 percent in January to 6.3 percent in February. A year ago at this time, the local unemployment 
rate stood at 5.7 percent. The current February unemployment rate of 6.3 percent is stil 1 lower than 
the State and national rates of 6.6 percent and 7.8 percent, respectively. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) increased fr001 8 . 0 
percent in January to 8.2 percent in February. Meanwhile, the State's unemployment rate declined from 
6.8 percent to 6.6 percent, while the national rate increased fran 7.3 percent to 7.8 percent. Frcxn 
January to February, local resident employment remained unchanged at 36,800, with employment gains of 
100 jobs each in priJTJary metals manufacturing and local schools being offset by losses of 100 jobs each 
in paper manufacturing and wholesale trade . Unemployment rose from 3,200 in January to 3,300 in 
Fehruary. The resulting unemployment rate of 8.2 percent in February was the lowest February rate 
recorderl locally since 1981. A year ago 3,400 local residents were unemployed and the unemployment rate 
was 8.5 percent. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area fell fran 8.9 percent in January to 8.6 percent 
in February. Meanwhile, the State's unemployment rate declined from 6.8 percent to 6.6 percent, while 
the national rate increased fran 7.3 percent to 7.8 percent. Between January and February, local 
resident employment dropped by 90 to 7,520, as layoffs in paper manufacturing, retail trade, and 
services more than offset employment gains in local schools and shaped wood r.ianufacturing. Total 
unemployment in the area fell from 740 to 710. Last year at this time 810 local residents were out of 
\>Jork and the unemployment rate was 9.5 percent. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Between January and February the unemployment rate in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area fell 
from 3.5 percent to 3.4 percent as a result of a decrease in both resident employment and unemployment. 
Local layoffs occurred in construction, retail trade, and metal fabrication. State government 
employrient returnerl to normal levels after being down a month ago during the semester break of the State 
university system. The number unemployed fell fr001 3,900 in January to 3,700 in February, as people who 
were attached to temporary seasonal industries dropped out of the labor force. Last year at this time, 
3,900 local residents were jobless and the unemployment rate was 3.7 percent. The current unemployment 
rate of 3.4 percent remains well below the State and national rates of 6.6 percent and 7.8 percent, 
res pe ct i v e 1 y. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Economic conditions in the ~Jate rvi l le Labor Market Area imp roved somewhat as resident employment 
increased from 20,010 in January to 20,240 in February. The number unemployed rose only slightly from 
1,350 to 1,370, with the resulting unemployment rate remaining unchanged at 6.3 percent. For the second 
time this year the local unemployment rate was lower than the rate for the State (6.6 percent) and the 
nation (7.8 percent). The local rate was also lower than the rate recorded last February. At that 
time, resicient employment was 20,550, unemployment was 1,430, and the unemployment rate stood at 6.5 
percent. While employment in the nonmanufacturing sector declined somewhat this February, largely due 
to seasonal factors, employment in rianufacturing improved throughout the sector. Most significant gains 
were in textile mill products and paper and allied products, with smaller gains in food and kindred 
products. 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES .v 
LABOR FORCE 2/ RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
AREAS 
FPh 86 Jan - 86 Feb. 85 Feb . 86 Jan . 86 Feb. 85 Feb. 86 
-·· 
MAINE-Statewide ... . ... ... . .. .. . 538 .1 537. 9 534.4 502.4 501.4 498.2 35.7 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA . 39 ,600 38,700 40,500 37 ,100 36,200 38,000 2,500 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA ... . .... . . 40,100 40,0 00 39, 900 36 ,800 36 ,800 36 ,500 3,300 
Portland MSA . . ....... . . ~ .... 109,200 110,000 106, 700 105,500 106, 100 102 ,800 3,700 
Portsmouth-Dover· 
Rochester MSA 3/ . . ·-·· . . 118,750 119 ,460 113,950 114,680 115,160 108, 190 4,070 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta . . . ..... ... . . . .. ... . 29 , 940 30 ,000 30,460 27 ,970 28 ,000 28 ,580 1,970 
Bath-Brunswick ....... . ..... .. 25 ,030 25,560 24,840 23,860 24,320 23,560 1,170 
Belfast .. . .......... . ........ · 10,230 10,320 10 ,530 8,960 8 ,9 90 8,860 1,270 
Biddeford. . . . . . . . . . . . 23, 950 24,360 23,460 22,430 22, 7 50 22,120 1,520 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset. 10 ,610 10 ,600 10, 930 9,880 9,850 10 ,250 730 
Calais-Eastport ... . ' ...... . 12,690 12,370 12,510 11,120 10 ,810 11,140 1,570 
Caribou-Presque Isle... . .. . ... 21 ,060 20,880 20 ,770 19,090 18,870 18,520 1,970 
Central Penobscot ........ . .... 2,770 2, 760 2,600 2,530 2,510 2,340 240 
Dover-Foxcroft .. . . . . ... 6,180 6 ,220 6 ,390 5,740 5,780 6,000 440 
Ellsworth ...... . .............. 20, 150 20,330 19 ,640 18, 16 0 18 ,260 17 ,810 1,990 
Farmington . . . . . . ....... .... 12, 190 11,080 11,970 11,220 10,080 10,880 970 
Fort Kent-Allagash . . ........... 4,910 4,850 5,410 4,390 4,350 4,860 520 
Greenville . - . - . . . . . . . 1,140 1 ,120 1,310 1,030 1,010 1, 190 110 
Houlton .. . . - - .. 5, 780 5,760 5,830 5,330 5,320 5,420 450 
Kittery-York 3/ . . ... . . ..... . .... 26 ,820 26,960 25, 720 26 ,HO 26 ,220 25,020 680 
Lincoln-Howland . . ..... . . . . . . 5,390 5,420 5,380 4,970 5,020 5,060 420 
Livermore Falls. . . ' . .. 4 ,370 4,470 4,600 3 ,990 4 ,100 4,140 380 
Madawaska-Van Buren . . ...... 3, 760 3,800 3,690 3,310 3,320 3,260 450 
Millinocket-East Miiiinocket . . .. 4,470 4,470 4,410 4,120 4,130 4 ,210 350 
Norway-Paris ..... . . . ... ..... . . 11,000 11,220 10 ,910 10,030 10 ,250 10 ,010 970 
Patten-Island Falls . .... . ..... .. 2 ,490 2 ,410 2,230 2,320 2,240 2 ,100 170 
Rockland. . . - ....... ...... 17 ,060 16 ,620 16 ,470 15, 900 15 ,340 15 ,320 1, 160 
Rum lord ......... . .. ....... . .. 8,230 8,350 8,560 7 ,520 7 ,610 7 ,750 710 
Sanford .. . ............. .. ... . 15, 2 30 15,270 15, 16 0 14,050 14 ,040 14 ,030 1,180 
Sebago lakes Region . . .. .. . . .. ll, 160 11,250 9 ,810 10,640 10, 710 9,250 520 
Skowhegan ................ . .. 21,040 21,270 21,4 30 19,010 19,290 19 ,320 2,030 
Southwest Penobscot . . . . . . . . . . · 10,120 10,150 10 ,350 9,120 9, 160 9,360 1,000 
Waterville .......... . ...... . . . . 21,610 21,360 21,980 20,240 20,010 20,550 1,370 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . n/a 1,698.1 1,679.3 n/ a 1,621.0 1,585.9 n/a 
Massachusetts ........ . ... . . .. 3,027 .o 3,039 .o 3,031.0 2 ,8 98 .0 2,916.0 2,8 98 . 0 129.0 
New Hampshire .. ... . ... . ..... 541.4 545.4 516.6 520.7 524.7 493.0 20.7 
Rhode lslsnd .... . . ... . ... .. .. . 496.9 496. 7 493. 7 470. 7 470.5 464.2 26.2 
Vermont. - . ~ .. . .. ... .... . . n/a 288.0 273 .7 n/a 272.7 25 7 .8 n/a 
NEW ENGLAND STATES .. .. ..... . n/a 6,067.2 5,994.3 n/a 5 ,804. 9 5,698.9 n/a 
UNITED STATES 4/ . .. .. .. ... . .. .. 115. 725 115 .431 113 .592 106 .685 106 ,959 104 .690 9.041 
MSA Metropolitan Statlstlcal Area 
Note: nla Indicates that the Information was not available at the time of printing . Employment and unemployment may not add to labor force due to rounding. 
f'oolnoleo 
JI Labor force, omployment. and unemployment data for all arnas not seasonally adjusted. Estimates made Independently for each labor mar1<et area have been benchmarked to and 
~xtrapolated from the Current fll:>pulatton Survey estimates for the state. All data adjusted to place ol residence basis. Excludes members ol the Armed Forces. 
_?J Current and last month fig ures preliminary; year ago figures revised 
.JI Klllery Yori< le the eight-town Maine portion ol the fll:>rtsmouth ·Dover-Rochester MSA which Includes towns In both Maine and Now Hampshire. 
,A/ Netlonal eatlmat88 based on a sample of household visits; state estimates based on enlargements ol employment llgures reported. 
THESE DATA ARE COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
Jan. 86 Feh. 85 Feb. 86 Jan. 86 
36 . 5 36 .2 6.6 6.8 
2 ,500 2 ,500 6.3 6.5 
3,200 3,400 8.2 8 .0 
3 , 900 3,900 3.4 3.5 
4,300 5,760 3.4 3.6 
2,000 1,880 6 .6 6.7 
1,240 1,280 4.7 4.9 
1 ,330 1,670 12.4 12 .9 
1,610 1,340 6.3 6.6 
750 680 6.9 7 .1 
1,560 1, 370 12.4 12.6 
2 ,010 2,250 9.4 9.6 
250 260 8.7 9.1 
440 390 7 .1 7.1 
2,070 1,830 9.9 10.2 
1,000 1 ,090 8.0 9.0 
500 550 10.6 10.3 
110 120 9.6 9.8 
440 410 7.8 7.6 
740 700 2.5 2.7 
400 320 7.8 7.4 
370 460 8 . 7 8.3 
480 430 12.0 12.6 
340 200 7.8 7 .6 
970 900 8.8 8.6 
170 130 6.8 7.1 
1,280 1, 150 6.8 7. 7 
740 810 8.6 8.9 
1,2 30 1,130 7.7 8.1 
540 560 4.7 4.8 
1,980 2,110 9.6 9.3 
990 990 9.9 9 .8 
1,350 1,430 6.3 6.:, 
77 .1 93.4 n/a 4.5 
123.0 133.0 4.3 4.1 
20.7 23.6 3.8 3.8 
26 . 2 29.5 5.3 5.3 
15 . 3 15.9 n/a 5.3 
262 .3 295.4 n/a 4.3 
8-472 8.902 7.8 7. 3 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR HAPJCET AREA 
Economic co11dit'ions remained relatively unchanged in February in the Augusta Labor Market Area. The unemployment 
rate dropped just 0.1 percentage points from January to February. Both unemployment and resident employment fell by 
30 res11lting in an unemployment rate of 6.6 percent. The number unemployed declined to 1,970 in February, whi le 
resident employment dropped to 27,970. With fev, exceptions, employ111ent throughout the manufacturing se ctor 
declined. Most significant employment losses occurred in leather and leather products and textile mill products. 
These were coupled 'tJith seasonal cutbacks in construction, trade, and services. A year ago the number unemp loyed 
.Jas 1,880 and the une111ployment rate stood at 6.2 percent. This February the local unemployment rate matched the 
State's rate of 6.6 percent and remained well below the national rate of 7.8 percent. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA ~ 
Economic conditions in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) improved slightly in February . Resident 
ernploy1nent climbed from 36,200 in January to 37,100 i ,n February, while unemployment remained unchanged at 2,500. As 
a result, the local unemployment rate declined from 6.5 percent in January to 6.3 percent in February . A year ago 
the local une111ployment rate stood at 6.2 percent 1 and 2,500 persons were unemployed. Corresponding sta te and 
national unemployment rates for this February vJere 6.6 percent and 7 .8 percent, respectively. Manufacturing 
employment rose slightly, while employment in the nonmanufacturing sector declined somewhat with losses recorded in 
contract construction and nondomestic services. A decision should be made by the first of April as to whether 
Zahnradfabrik Fri edrichshafen (Z-F), the parent firm of Lemforder Corporation, will invest $22 .2 mil 1 ion to expand 
Lemforder Corporation's operations in Brewe r. Lemforder Corporation is principally involved in manufacturing 
automotive parts for steering mechanisms. The expansion is expected to create approximately 220 jobs. 
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